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Overview of Classroom Climate Plan 

A thoroughly tried and tested Classroom Climate Plan (CCP is a crucial component of cultivating a 

successful classroom. While a CCP does incorporate components that would typically be called classroom 

management, I prefer to say “climate” or “environment”. This is because “management” implies that there 

is a manager, or one person that dictates how a person or team is to interact. However, I understand a 

classroom to be a dynamic group of people that must work cooperatively for the common goal of learning. 

Therefore, the student deserve just as much control over their learning-place as is reasonably possible. This 

becomes even more important in high school where the students are tasked with self-regulation as they 

transition to adulthood and pursue post-secondary life. There are some exceptions to this, some ideas must 

be immutable, but these concepts usually include things like safety procedures or policies set by 

administration, the district, or other higher authority.  

The earlier CCPs are introduced, the better. That being said, it is better in my experience to introduce 

them in context of their usage, and not as recitation of bulleted items as one might find as a component of 

“syllabus week”. The teachers should avoid listing all of the items contained in the plan but addressing them 

when they naturally come up in context. For example, it would be appropriate for classroom ideology to be 

established in the first few days of school. But it would not be appropriate to establish procedures for 

working in groups before a direct instruction lesson is implemented. More specific items may also be better 

established by way of example behavior by the teacher rather than stated verbally or in writing.  

The classroom teacher(s) should also consider their own roll in the classroom. They should expect 

to follow all of the procedures, expectations, and tenets to the best of their ability. This both reinforces the 

implementation of the tenets and helps to foster mutual respect between the students and teacher, 

The following is a breakdown of the major elements of my CCP as it applies to my three 10th grade 

physics classes for my student teaching experience.  All plans have common elements, but each plan will 

be unique. Even plans developed by the same teacher for the same subjects during the same school year 

may need adjustments for different periods of the day. Therefore, it is important that his plan and the 

strategies herein be treated as a living document.  

 

Classroom Ideology 

The Classroom Ideology are the global tenants that a classroom should strive to meet. These tenets 

are the foundation for which all the other items in the CCP are based off on.  
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1. Everyone is welcome without exception. All students are invited into the room (and to participate) 

without reservations. The students will collectively have an infinitely diverse combination of 

cultural backgrounds, economic status, sets of values, prior knowledge, content mastery, and much 

more. Each and every student is welcome without exception. Everyone is asked to acknowledge 

where each other “as they are”.  

2. Respectful disagreement and debate is encouraged, and should be supported with your own personal 

experiences as well as other forms of evidence.  

3. It is more important to try than to be right; and mistakes teach us more than getting it right. However, 

be open to changing or expanding your opinion or perspective if you encounter new evidence or 

new experiences. Give yourself and others the grace and opportunity to do better next time.  

4. Learning is oftentimes difficult. Not everyone is good at everything. Different skills come at 

different speeds to different people. Everyone is capable of learning everything. however, learning 

can look different for different people. Process is always preferred over accuracy or speed.  

5. Learning is a “team sport” that requires everyone’s help to “win”. The teacher is (typicaly) only one 

person. Students that find they are quicker to learn a topic/skill are asked to help out their classmates 

that have yet to master that skill. Success and hard work are to be celebrated, but failure is not to be 

dismissed or criticized.   

6.  

Day to Day Expectations 

Expectations are an important part of the classroom environment. In order for a team to function 

well, the “rules of engagement” (Emdin, 20XX) must be created by everyone an known by everyone.  

 

1. Students follow every facet of the Central High School Student Handbook to the best of their ability. 

The only amendments to the policies therein are as follows: 

a. Unlike the CHS policy of students being allowed to bring their breakfast/lunch to class, no 

food or drink (with water being an exception) are permitted in the classroom. This is a safety 

precaution since the classroom is a designated a “chemistry lab” that also hosts the robotics 

team, and also to help control the pest population present in the basement. 

b. Homework may be assigned every day but will likely be 2-4 times per week. Nights when 

homework is not explicitly assigned should be used to review notes, textbook, or class slides.  
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2. Everyone is expected to come to class prepared to learn. This includes notebooks, textbook (PDF is 

acceptable), assigned homework or other assignments, scientific/graphing calculators, and writing 

implement (preferably pencils), etc.  

3. If you know you are missing a class period (for sports, trip, etc.) arrange to meet teacher before you 

leave school to turn in assignments, get notes, and to see what you will miss. This includes tests. 

They must be completed before you leave.  

4. If you miss a day for an unexpected reason, arrange to meet teacher before class to get missed 

assignments, notes, etc. Students will have one additional day to turn in assignments that were 

assigned or checked on the day they were out.   

 

 

Behavioral Expectations 

Students follow every facet of the Central High School Student Handbook to the best of their ability. 

Of particular interest or customization are as follows: 

1. Cell phones may be used in class for specific purposes, such as using the .pdf textbook, taking 

pictures of the notes/slides on the board, or to respond to digital polls/questions that require 

submitting an answer via text or app. Otherwise, they should remain away. If they are seen being 

used for other purposes, they will be asked to be put away or confiscated and placed on the teacher’s 

lab bench for the remainder of the period. Repeat offenders may be referred to disciplinarian.  

2. Students are encouraged (expect when testing or otherwise instructed) to work collaboratively with 

their lab partner. Conversations should be focused on physics, and volume should be kept low to 

allow teacher to work with students as they circulate around the room to help other students.  

3. Students that cause disruptions in class or are off task will be invited to rejoin the class. If multiple 

warnings are required, students will be asked to surrender school ID and student will be required to 

stay after class or after school in order to get it returned. Further frequent violations may result in 

referral to school disciplinarian.  

 

Norms and Procedures 

  

A typical class period is structured as follows: 
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1. Students come to class, sit in their assigned seats, take out their homework due that day, and start 

working on warmup problem on board. Teacher takes attendance and checks homework completion 

(not correctness) using clipboard while students work.  

2. Class reviews warmup problem/question together.  

3. Teacher conveys general announcements and important dates that are coming up.  

4. Teach assigns any new homework. 

5. Teacher gives answer to homework, and if time permits, may go over one or two.  

6. New content is covered if appropriate. 

7. Old and new content is practiced and reviewed as a class, in pairs, or individually for the remainder 

of the period.    

  

A typical “lab period” means that most time is reserved for working collaboratively. Sometimes this 

is a worksheet or practice problems. Others may be a hands-on data gathering experiment. A typical lab 

period is structured as follows: 

1. Students come to class, sit in their assigned seats, rearrange the groups into the preassigned clusters 

of 4-5 students, take out their homework due that day, and follow any instructions on the board. 

There may be a warmup question. If not, students are expected to wait patiently for class to start.  

2. Teacher will then give verbal and written instructions for the day.  

3. Student work on assignment collaboratively, sharing the workload equitably among all group 

members. “Divide and concur” style work should be avoided. Working collaboratively means that 

everyone one in the group is working on everything. The idea is to fill in the knowledge gaps, not 

to be able to complete a greater number of practice problems as a group.  

 

 

 

Planned Modifications and Future Considerations 

• Placeholder Text 
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Attachments 

1. Class syllabus, as developed and provided by Mr. Giacomini at the beginning of the school year.  
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10th Grade Physics Syllabus 

 

Physics Course Policies 
Mr. Giacomini 

acgiacomini@gmail.com    

 

August 26, 2019 

 

Main Goals 

● To understand physics principles concerning motion, energy, waves, and 

electricity as described in the Next Generation Science Standards 

● To apply physics principles to everyday experiences and challenges 

● To learn about careers that are available in physics and engineering fields 

● To collaborate with the instructor and peers to solve problems, perform 

experiments, and gain experience documenting and presenting results 

 

Expectations 

● Respect the right of all students to learn 

● Be prepared to do your best in class everyday 

● Bring a positive attitude and all necessary materials (listed below) 

● Show respect for the property of others 

● No food or drink is allowed in the classroom 

● Be on time for class - arriving late without a note will result in a detention 

● Follow the Student Code of Conduct (electronic devices, dress code, cheating) 

 

Policies 

Absences: 

● If you miss a day of school you are responsible for getting missed notes (Power 

Points with Homework are posted online).  Please ask other students or see Mr. G.  

When not teaching, he can most likely be found in Room 100 or the Roster 

Office.  You must take responsibility for your own learning. 

● ATHLETES – Missing class for a game is not an excuse.  Homework is still due 

on game day and exams MUST be taken before you leave for the game or on the 

day immediately following.  You will miss a lot during your season. 

● If you miss a quiz or exam due to a documented excused absence, you should 

expect to make it up the next day that you’re in school.  You may come before or 

after school or during your lunch.  If it is not made up in this time or you have not 

made appropriate arrangements, you will receive a zero.   

● If you have an unexcused absence (cut, etc), you will receive a zero for all missed 

work, a detention, and a phone call home.   

 

Failure to Meet Classroom Expectations: 

All Central High School policies will be followed for failure to meet any 

expectations.  Mr. Giacomini reserves the right to hold students after school or 

during their lunch period for detentions and to meet with parents when necessary.  

If safety precautions are violated, Mr. Giacomini may immediately dismiss 

students from the room, resulting in an unexcused absence. 
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Materials

❑ Pencils (preferably mechanical 

and with erasers that work) 

❑ A Dedicated Notebook (just for 

this class)  

❑ Textbook: Holt Physics  

 

❑ Scientific Calculator—TI 83 Plus 

is great, but a TI-30xIIS will save 

money, never run out of 

batteries, and works fine.  I 

suggest you avoid anything that 

says “multi-view.

 

Grading Breakdown 

The grading policy in this class will be based on a total points system.  As an example, 

tests will generally be worth about 100 total points while a homework assignment might 

be worth 5.  Each term’s grade will be calculated as the number of points earned divided 

by the total possible number of points.  

 

Quizzes and Exams: 

Approximately every other week an exam will be given.  A cumulative midterm 

and final, worth approximately double the points of ordinary exams, will be held 

at the end of the second and fourth quarters respectively.  

 

Group Work and Labs: 

Students will be expected to participate in group activities roughly once each 

week.  If they are turned in late, 10% will be subtracted from the total score for 

each day it is late.  Students MUST work with their lab partners to receive a 

grade.  No credit will be given for sitting silently, sleeping, or socializing. 

 

Homework and Classwork: 

Homework will be assigned nightly in this class and should be completed for the 

next class period.  It will be checked the next day at the beginning of class.  NO 

CREDIT will be given for late homework. 

 

Academic Integrity: 

• As always, students are fully expected to uphold the school’s academic integrity 

policy.  Any evidence that a student has failed to adhere to this policy will result 

in appropriate consequences, which may include suspension and will result in NO 

CREDIT for that assignment.   

• CHS administration and faculty reserve the right to review and evaluate all 

final grades.   If any quarter grade is lower than a 50, the Infinite Campus 

System will default to a grade of 50, not the actual earned grade.  CHS faculty 

members will use the actual earned grade to calculate your final grade for the 

course.  

 

Notes: 

Students are expected to keep all notes, handouts, homework, quizzes, and other 

course materials for their own use.  This portfolio of work will be useful for 

studying for exams, in particular the cumulative final. 


